The student guide

How you study on Thinkera

This guide explains the platform's method, not one course. Every course here —

programming, English, management, anything — is built the same way and

presented the same way, so what you learn on this page travels with you into every

course you open.

<The whole of Unit 1 is free, every lesson in it.>

What is in this guide

1 The method

3 Alesson's four steps

5 Practice and marks

7 Questions and sessions

9 Onaphone

1 - The method

10

The shape of a course

The AI assistant

Your progress

Your account

Start

Before the buttons, the principle — it is what explains why the screens look the way they

do.

Every course on the platform starts from the official syllabus you are studying: its lessons,

its order, its terms. That is the base, and we do not change it. Onto it we add:
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The base
The syllabus lessons

Each lesson in the syllabus becomes a
full lesson on the platform: a video
explanation, files, practice and
questions. The order is the syllabus's

order and the terms are its terms.

The difference

Thinking, not memorising

The questions here do not ask you to
recall. They ask you to explain, compare
and decide. And a model answer states
the claim, the reason, the evidence and
its limit — not one line to be learnt by

heart.

The official syllabus

The addition

Extra lessons where they are

needed

Where the syllabus passes quickly over
something you need to understand
properly, or assumes a practical skill it
never teaches, an extra lesson is added.
It is marked in the course, so you
always know it is an addition and not

part of the syllabus.

lessons, order, terminology

Your course A lesson

units — lessons — exams four steps

Extra lessons

depth and practical skills

The syllabus is the base and extra lessons are added onto it where they are needed; together they

are one course, with its units and lessons.
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2 - The shape of a course

The same shape in every course: units holding lessons, and an exam at the end of each

unit.

n The unit

A set of lessons on one subject. Unit 1 of any course is open in full and costs

nothing — all of its lessons, not the first one.

e The lesson

The thing you actually study in. Inside each one are the four steps in the next

section.

e Lessons open in order

The next lesson opens when you finish the one before it. That is not red tape: a

course builds on itself, and lesson four assumes you know lesson three.

And “finish” means one thing: scoring 75% or more on the lesson's “Practice:
Advanced level”. You do not have to open every file or complete every activity —
you have to show you can do the hardest practice in the lesson. You get more
than one attempt and the best one counts, so if you miss it first time, go back to

the explanation and try again.

That is the default, and your trainer may change it for a particular lesson:
sometimes a whole unit is asked for before a lesson opens, and sometimes you
are given a choice of activities and finishing any one of them is enough. Whatever
the condition, the locked lesson itself tells you exactly what you are waiting

on —tap it and read the line.

o The end-of-unit exam

Once the unit's lessons are done its exam opens, at more than one level, timed

and marked.
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The course page: where you stand, where to carry on, and what is still locked.

3 - A lesson's four steps

Every lesson in every course is presented in the same four steps, and you move between

them from the bar at the top.

The explanation Lesson files _ Assessments _ Practice

the lesson video booklet, sheet, answers how to use them quizzes and activities

The four steps in order. You can go to any of them at any time.
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UNIT 1 - INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY

Lesson 1-1

Development of
Information Technology
and Social
Transformation
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The explanation. It opens on the interactive video, which
stops by itself and asks you a question before it carries on.
If you would rather it did not, a link under the video —

watch the plain video — takes you to the version that runs

straight through, and a link there brings you back.
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Lesson files. The booklet, the question sheet, Assessments. A short video showing how to
its answers and anything else the lesson has. use the sheet and its answers properly:
They open inside the page, and you can answer first, mark second, and read the

download them. model answer as a way of arguing rather than

a text to memorise.
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Practice. It opens on the quizzes and their three levels — these are the ones that are marked. A link
under them, interactive practice, leads to activities you work through without a mark, and a link

there brings you back.

4 - The Al assistant

A button floating in the corner of the page, which opens a chat box that answers from

your own course's lessons.

What makes it different from any other chatbot is that it searches inside your course first,

and tells you where the answer came from. That happens in three steps:

Thinkera - The student guide Page 6 / 15



4 N\

1 - The lesson you are in
You get it, and where it came from
~ 4 What that guarantees you
not found
Ve ~ - The answer comes from your course
2 - The rest of the course - It names the part of the lesson it came from
You get it, its lesson, and a way there -Ifitis not there, it says so
- J '
not found - It leaves the course only if you say so
4 N - An answer from outside is labelled
3 - It asks you
«Answer from outside the course?» Yes / No

G /

Three steps, each one reached only when the one before it found nothing.
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On a phone it opens across the bottom of the

screen.
What it actually does for you
Explains a part you did not follow Takes you to the right lesson
Ask with the lesson's own words: what If the answer is in a different lesson, it
does this mean, what is the difference names that lesson and offers to open it

between these two, give me an
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example. The answer comes from the for you — instead of leaving you to
lesson's own explanation, with its search the whole course.

source underneath.

Works while you study

The box opens over the page, so you
can ask in the middle of a video or a file

without leaving your place.

And things it does not do

¢ It does not sit your quiz. Give it an exam question word for word and it will explain the
idea; the answer is still yours to write.

o It does notinvent. What is not in the course is reported as not in the course, not made
up.

e It does not leave the course on its own. That takes a press from you, and the answer

comes back labelled as being from outside.

4 N
Your privacy: the model that answers you runs on the academy's own server, not on an

outside service. What is recorded is that a request happened and how long it took —

never your question and never your answer.
- J

4 I
Worth remembering: the assistant helps you understand; it does not answer for you.

The answer you write in a quiz has to be yours — that is what is being marked.
- J

5 - Practice and marks

How your answer is marked, and when the mark reaches you — and this has changed: a

written answer is now marked while you wait.
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Multiple choice

You see the result straight away, with a
note on every option: why the right one
is right, and why each wrong one is
wrong. The options are in the language
of the question itself —an English
question is answered True / False, an

Arabic one «las / zo».

When it is sure: your mark, at

once

If the model is 95% sure or more of its
own marking, the mark is worked out
and shown to you there and then, with
the feedback — and it waits for nobody
to confirm it. So you carry on practising
knowing where you stand, and take
another attempt instead of losing a day

waiting.

Written answers: the Check
button

A written question now works like every
other one: you write your answer and
press Check. The answer is handed in
and the Al reads it in front of you,
against the model answer and the mark
scheme written for that question. A bar
shows how far along it is, and the
answer usually comes back in about

fifteen seconds.

When it is not: your instructor

Below that, no mark is given —
deliberately: a number the model is
unsure of is worse than no number. You
are told that your instructor will read
this answer themselves and mark it,
and that it will reach you when they

have.

/

single press.

-

While you are working through a quiz: the buttons under the question read previous
question and next question, and between them sits one that does both at once —

answer and go to the next question — checking what you wrote and moving you on in a

~

And interactive practice sits under the quizzes, behind a link inside the practice step:

activities to work through at your own pace, with no mark attached.
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6 - Your progress

Your home page opens on the only question that matters: where do I carry on?
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The first thing on the page is the lesson you The progress page has the detail: what is

stopped at, with your percentage through the finished, what you scored, what is left.
course beside it. Above them the lesson count

is split into its two kinds — the syllabus

lessons and the extra ones — and under the

percentage, how many of each you have
finished.

7 - Questions and sessions

For when you need a person rather than a model.
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My questions. Write to your instructor, and
the reply reaches you as a notification. The

guestion stays with you, with its answer.

8 - Your account

Four pages, each doing one thing.

Page What it does
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Live sessions. The course's sessions show
with their times, and the room opens shortly
before. You can also request a session of your

own.

Notifications A reply to your question, a confirmed mark, a session about to start, a

request accepted. Each one takes you to where it happened.

Preferences  The interface language, video subtitles, and display settings.

Account Your name, your details and your guardian's number.

Payments Every payment with its invoice, ready to download.
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Notifications: each with its own icon and time. Preferences: language and subtitles.

9 - On a phone

The same platform, fitted to a small screen.

There is nothing to install. Open the platform in your phone's browser: a bar at the bottom
holds the pages you use, a lesson's steps become one list you pick from, and the assistant

opens across the bottom of the screen.
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The home screen on a phone.

10 - Start
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Create a free account, open the course you care about, and study the whole of Unit 1
without paying. If the method suits you, you can unlock the rest of the course from inside

the platform.

The student guide - Thinkera The instructor guide
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